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PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 
1.181(a) AND TO ACCEPT OFFICE ACTION RESPONSE OF MAY 12, 2004 AS 

TIMELY FILED 

MAIL STOP PETITION 
Commissioner for Patents 

Sir: 

On August 19, 2004, the United States Patent and Trademark Office ("USPTO") issued a 
Notice of Abandonment in the above-identified patent application for "Applicant's failure to 
timely file a proper reply to the Office letter [Office Action] mailed on 12 February 2004." 

As explained below, the Applicants timely filed a Response to the USPTO' s Office 
Action of February 12, 2004. Accordingly, Applicants hereby petition the USPTO to: 

1 . Withdraw the holding of abandonment; and 



2. 



Accept the enclosed copy of Applicants' USPTO-date-stamped Return Receipt 
Postcard, Amendment Transmittal, and Amendment, as timely filed in satisfaction of 
37 C.F.R. 1.111. 
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Factual Background 

Travis Harnetiaux are the Applicants (the "Applicants") of the above-captioned U.S. 
Application 10/677447 ("the '447 application"). Case, LLC ("Case") is the assignee of the entire 
interest in and to the '447 application by virtue of an assignment recorded on October 2, 2003 
with the USPTO at Reel 014583, Frame 0538. Case remains the sole owner of the '447 
application. 

On May 12, 2004, Case filed the '447 application in the USPTO on behalf of the 
Applicants. The May 12, 2004 Office Action rejected pending Claims 1-3, 7-10 and 12, Claims 4- 
6, 1 1 and 13 were objected to and Claims 14-20 were allowed. The Examiner set a shortened 
statutory period for reply, expiring three months from the mailing date of the Office Action (August 
12, 2004). 

On May 12, 2004, Mr. William Kryger, Attorney for Applicants (Registration No. 53,163), 
prepared a Return Receipt Postcard, Amendment Transmittal, and corresponding Amendment, 
Telephonic Interview Summary and Certificate of Mailing, (see Exhibit B). On May 12, 2004, 
Thomas Vita Jr., Assistant to Mr. Willaim Kryger, signed the appropriate Certificates of Mailing 
and deposited, as First Class Mail with sufficient postage, the Return Receipt Postcard, Amendment 
Transmittal, corresponding Amendment, Telephonic Interview Summary and Certificate of Mailing 
with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. (See Exhibit B.) 

On May 17, 2004, the USPTO indicated acceptance of the Return Receipt Postcard, 
Amendment Transmittal, corresponding Amendment, Telephonic Interview Summary and 
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Certificate of Mailing by date-stamping the Return Receipt Postcard. (See Exhibit B.) On May 24, 
2004, Case received the Return Receipt Postcard and date-stamped it accordingly. (See Exhibit B.) 

On August 24, 2004, Case received a Notice of Abandonment, (See Exhibit C), from the 
USPTO, mailed on August 19, 2004. Accordingly, the Applicants petition against the Examiner's 
holding of abandonment. 

According to the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure ("MPEP"), Section 503, "a 
postcard receipt which itemizes and properly identifies the items which are being filed serves as 
prima facie evidence of receipt in the USPTO of all the items listed thereon on the date stamped 
thereon by the USPTO." As illustrated by a copy of the postcard receipt, (see Exhibit B), on 
May 12, 2004 (First Class Mail submission date), the Applicants properly itemized the contents 
of the Office Action Response in accordance with MPEP 503. Thus, the Applicants responded 
to the Examiner's first Office Communication within the shortened statutory period for reply and 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.111. 

A copy of the Examiner's first Office Communication is attached to this Petition as 
Exhibit A. A copy of Applicants' date-stamped Return Receipt Postcard, Amendment Transmittal, 
corresponding Amendment, Telephonic Interview Summary and Certificate of Mailing is attached 
to this Petition as Exhibit B. Finally, a copy of the Examiner's Notice of Abandonment is attached 
to this Petition as Exhibit C. 



Petition Request 



Therefore, Case, on behalf of the Applicants, is filing the instant petition to: 



1 . Withdraw the holding of abandonment; and 
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3. Accept the enclosed copy of Applicants' USPTO-date-stamped Return Receipt 
Postcard, Amendment Transmittal, Amendment, Telephonic Interview Summary and 
Certificate of Mailing as timely filed in satisfaction of 37 C.F.R. 1.111. 

Case respectfully submits that NO PETITION FEE IS REQUIRED for this Petition per 
37 C.F.R. 1.181(a). However, the USPTO is authorized to charge any fee required to secure 
entry of this Petition, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 03-1025. 

Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully request entry of the May 12, 2004 Amendment 
Transmittal, Amendment, Telephonic Interview Summary and Certificate of Mailing as timely 
filed and request reconsideration of Claims 2 - 21 . Should any USPTO representative believe 
that the prosecution of the application could be so expedited, he is requested to call Applicants' 
undersigned Attorney at the number listed below. 

In the event that this Petition is denied, Case reserves the right to file a Petition under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.137 for revival of abandonment due to unavoidable or unintentional delay. 



Case, LLC 
700 State Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53404 
Telephone: (262) 636-6357 
Customer No: 26637 



Respectfully submitted, 




Rebecca Henkel ~ 
Registration No. 53 ,0 1 5 
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Office Action Summary 



Application No. \ , 


Applicant(s) 




10/677,447 


HARNETIAUX, TRAVIS 


Examiner 


Art Unit 




Christopher J. Novosad 


3671 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 03 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim (s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) KI Claim(s) 14-20 is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-3.7-10 and 12 is/are rejected. 

7) E3 Claim(s) 4-6.11 and 13 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice ° f Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) D Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 020504 
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Application/Control Number: 10/677,447 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3671 

DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The recitation "the planting unit" in line 2 of claims 7 and 8 lacks proper antecedent basis 
and should be corrected to -the at least one planting unit-. 

In claim 7, line 1, the recitation "the inhibiting assembly" lacks proper antecedent basis. 
In claim 8, line 1, the recitation "the cap assembly" lacks proper antecedent basis. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schrage et al in view of Ott et al 

With respect to claim 1, Schrage et al disclose a seed planting assembly 14 comprising at 



least one planting unit 22; 
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an air moving assembly 24 (Fig. 1) including an air moving unit 24 (Fig. 1) coupled to a 
first end 38 (Fig. 1) of a conduit 26,28, wherein the conduit 26,28 defines a second end 34,36 
(Fig. 1) that is in removable communication with the at least one planting unit 22, and 

an air blocking assembly 50 (Figs. 4 and 5) defining a sealing member 50. The recitation 
"configured to engage the second end of the conduit when the conduit is not connected to the 
metering assembly to provide a seal preventing air flow through at least a portion of the conduit" 
in the last three lines of claim 1 is functional and has not been given weight. 

As to claim 2, the conduit 26,28 further comprises a first tubing member 38 in 
communication with the air moving unit 24 at one end 38 and a second tubing member 34,36 at 
another end, wherein the second tubing member 34,36 is configured for connection to the at least 
one planting unit 22. 

Regarding claim 3, the seal 50 prevents air flow through the second tubing member 

34,36. 

With respect to claim 12, the conduit 26,28 comprises a first member 38 connected to the 
air moving member 24, and a plurality of second members 34,36 extending from the first 
member 38 and connected to a corresponding plurality of planting units 22. 

The claims distinguish over Schrage et al in requiring the at least one planting unit 22 to 
include: 

(A) a furrow opening assembly operable to create a furrow; 

(B) a metering assembly operable to receive seeds and deliver seed into the furrow under 
forced air pressure, wherein the metering assembly includes an air inlet; and 
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(C) a furrow closing assembly disposed downstream of the furrow opening assembly 
operable to close the furrow. 

The claims further distinguish over Schrage et al in requiring (D) the second end 34,36 
(Fig. 1) (or the second tubing member 34,36) to be connected to the metering assembly 
specifically and not just generally to the at least one planting unit 22. 

Ott et al show at least one planting unit 10 (Fig. 1) that includes: 

(A) a furrow opening assembly 26 operable to create a furrow (col. 2, line 25); 

(B) a metering assembly 22 operable to receive seeds and deliver seed (col. 2, lines 23 
and 24) into the furrow under forced air pressure (note the disclosure of a "pneumatic seeder" in 
col. 2, line 34), wherein the metering assembly 22 necessarily includes an air inlet (note the 
disclosure of a "pneumatic seeder" in col. 2, line 34); and 

(C) a furrow closing assembly 32 disposed downstream of the furrow opening assembly 
26 operable to close the furrow. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have utilized the furrow opening assembly 26, the metering assembly 22 with 
forced air pressure and an air inlet, and the furrow closing assembly 32 of Ott et al in the at least 
one planting unit 22 of Schrage et al for more accurate planting. 

It would also have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have connected the second end 34,36 (Fig. 1) (or the second tubing 
member 34,36) of Schrage et al to a metering assembly specifically (such as a metering 
assembly 22 as in Ott et al) and not just generally to the at least one planting unit 22 of Schrage 
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et al since, logically, if seeds are to be metered, the seed conduit would necessarily have to 
connect to the metering assembly for accurate seed planting. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 14-20 are allowed. 

Claims 4-6, 1 1 and 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 7-10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

In Crabb et al 9 seeds are delivered to the metering assembly from a seed hopper located 
on the planting unit or, alternatively, from a smaller container fed from a centralized large 
hopper used to feed all or a portion of the planting units. Each planting unit further includes a 
closing assembly that moves soil at the sides of the furrow to close the furrow over the planted 
seeds. Adjacent planting units are laterally spaced a sufficient distance to form furrows that are 
spaced a corresponding distance apart that is suitable for the type of seed being planted. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher J. Novosad whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 5:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Will can be reached at 703-308-3870. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ctmstoppefj. Nov 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3671 




February 5,2004 
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Attachment for PTO-94S (Rev. 03/01, or artier) 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
-Infonnitioo on How to Effect Drawing Changes," on the back 
of the PTO-941 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANCES 



1. Correction ef lafermalkks - H CF R MS 

New corrected drawings oust be filed with the changes irtcorporated therein 
l4estfr^b*kia.ifpr*^sfcogUi^^ 
inventor's mm, ud ippi'ritift* mother, or docket number (if any) if en 
eppucetionieje^httaotbeeaaj^ If this UAnMckw is 

provided,- k nun be pieced on the fleet of etch sheet end centered within the top. 
margin treorrected drawings are required in a Notice of Alk***bility <r*TQL- 
)7Xd»aowdrtwb«sMUSTbertled wid* the THREE MONTH shoruoed 
—uaary period tetter reply iatheNotkc of AnoweMfo) Extension* of time 
eety NOT be aocatood wtot the ptovitioas of 17 CFR l.Defa> or (b) farming 
the oorrected drawings after the matting of • Notka of Allowability The ; ? 
drawings should be filed ajeseperatepaperwttitreesimttsl^ 
th« Official Deaftjperson. 

2. Corrections ether than Informalities Noted by Draftiperson on form PTO- 
941 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted *v the Orarisperson. 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that normally, i highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporaica into the nev, 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before th<: jppiicmon will be 
allowed No changes w.,i be permitted 10 be made. oih<r run correction 01 
informalttiev unless the examiner has approved the propose .nances 

Timing of Correction, 

Applicant is required to submit the dravMnu correcuons within the 
time period set in thr c ached Office communication Sec 3' CFR 
I 85(a). 

Failure 10 take correcme action wnlun i ho set per ,1 will resuli in 
ABANDONMENT i»l"ilw jpplic.iti.Mi v 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

Use «je address provided in this flyer after May 1, 2003 for any correspondence with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

a D ft°erTvf fo03%^f n ° C 2 °f 1 P . Q B ° X 2327 Arlin 9 ton - VA 22 ™ addresses 
after May 1 2003 for any correspondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 

aSSr^r t0 """*-""» '° *• Co mm ,ssioner 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

P^^d TrndBm^** 18 USPT ° V ha Z 9in i the Special Box designations for 

■ Man S?op ^) corresponding Mail Stop designations (e.g., "Box 4" will now be 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 

onTe USPTO'^fV^ * 5 ' 2003) - A C ° Py ° f the Federal *»«™2S Triable 
on the USPTO s web srte at http://www. USD tn goy/web/msn. ./r Jjrre nt.html# mn ktPr 

onthiTi^ cific K USPT0 m A ai,ing addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http://www u SD to nnv/main/ CQ nt a rts htm 

r!™£? fHin i c ° r [? s P° ndence wi *h the Office should check the rules of practice the, Official 
Qa^ttj or the Office's Internet Web site ( www.uspto.gov ) to determine the appropriates 
ZXtSZ SS^^^ - correspondence being delivered to^he USPtT 

ST TOl^ to *» — Assistance 
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NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U S PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 

Summary % 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to- 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convenient downloading 
capability of, the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions, the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1, 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office's web site 
(www.USPTO.gov ) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U.S. patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from the Office- 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U.S. 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an EDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 
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Thereafter 56 E ' Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to pnvate PAIR the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Key 
Inrrastructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature and 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for obtaining a PKI 
dignal certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at 
2ttp://ww u S pto.pov/eb c /downloadshfml> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

lu K 3 ? US u t0m f, r Number ' download md com P ,e te Customer Number Request form, PTO- 
, I25 ! httpj//www.usnto. g ov/weh/fnr m ,/.hAi ?s p Hf The completed form can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at- 
http://www.usDto.eov/eh r/registratinn p air h*mi 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be' 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estimated. Apphcants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 

?£ P Tn ntS ,f ?°, 6 P ° rtabIe D ° CUment Format ( P df > fiIes - For a limited P^od of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U S patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
Uie pilot project, apphcants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
pub hcahon references so the Office will be able to object.vely evaluate its performance The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
practUioners and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to expenment with 
the feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new mternal processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the ant.c.pated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 
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c. 

H^oT' ^ 0ff,ce P' 3 " 8 t0 continue t0 P~vide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EEC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReference^usnto ,7v or 
b Mtomnb to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made a vailable for P X 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15,2004. ' 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers- 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer SmbeTrnd 

?? ^ aPPHCati0nS Sh ° Uld bC SCnt t0 thC Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

^ ^. eVa 1 ,Uati0n '. ^ P ublication ^ a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 

Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during exammauon of nan provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004 altougt^opS 

llTJuZf ^kT d ° CUm t ntS ' 38 We " " "° n - patent ,itcrature > ^ mailed to the 

applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

1^?!^™^ °" °? th ! / ° perati0n ° f the s y stem can be found °" the USPTO website 
JS TTf v/web/ P atents/ilw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 

^S^^mi^T^^^ ° peration of the P/JR system should be directed 

703^308 284?nX , ^S™" 9197 ' ^ EBC may 3,80 be COntacted ^ facsi ™»« « 

t /U 5) 3U8-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Application No. 10/677,477 Examiner: Christopher J. Novosad 

Filing Date: 10/02/2003 Group Art Unit: 3671 

Inventor: Travis Harnetiaux Confirmation No.: 9021 

Title: Method and Apparatus for Blocking Air from a Seed Planter 
Attorney Docket No. 17327 

Reply To First Office Action 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated February 12, 2004, please amend the 
above-identified application as follows: 

Amendments to the claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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In The Claims : 

1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Currently Amended) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 21 , 
wherein the conduit further comprises a first tubing member in communication 
with the air moving unit at one end and a second tubing member at another 
end, wherein the second tubing member is configured for connection to the 
metering assembly. 

3. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 2, wherein the 
seal prevents air flow through the second tubing member. 

4. (Currently Amended) Th e sood planting assemb l y as r o citod in c l a i m 1 , 
A seed planting assembly for forming a furrow, delivering seeds into the furrow, 
and closing the furrow, the assembly comprising: 

at least one planting unit including: 

A. a furrow opening assembly operable to create a furrow: 

B. a metering assembly operable to receive seeds and deliver 
seed into the furrow under forced air pressure, wherein the 
metering assembly includes an air inlet: and 

C. a furrow closing assembly disposed downstream of the 
furrow opening assembly operable to close the furrow: 

a conduit having a first end and a second end, the second end in 
removeable communication with the meter assembly: 

an air moving assembly including an air moving unit coupled to the first 
end of the conduit: and 
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an air blocking assembly comprising a sealing member configured to 
engage the second end of the conduit when the conduit is not connected to the 
metering assembly, the sealing member configured to prevent airflow through 
at least a portion of the conduit, 

wherein the air blocking assembly further comprises a cap having an 
open end that fits over the second end of the conduit, and wherein the cap has 
a closed end providing the sealing member. 

5. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 4, wherein the 
open end defines an inner diameter sized to provide a pressure fit with respect 
to the second end of the conduit. 

6. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 4, wherein the 
open end is threadedly connected to the second end of the conduit. 

7. (Currently Amended) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 21 
wherein the inhibit i ng air blocking assembly is tethered to the at least one 
planting unit. 

8. (Currently Amended) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 21 , 
wherein the cap -air blocking assembly is connected to the at least one planting 
unit via a fastener. 

9. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
fastener defines a distal end that extends through an aperture extending 
through a planting unit frame. 

10. (Original) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 9, wherein at 
least one flange extends outwardly from the distal end and fits through the 
opening to lock the fastener in place. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 21 , 
wherein the seal ing mombor comprises a plug having an outer diameter sized 
to fit within the second end of the conduit. 

12. (Currently Amended) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 21, 
wherein the conduit comprises a first member connected to the air moving 
member, and a plurality of second members extending from the first member 
and connected to a corresponding plurality of planting units. 

13. (Currently Amended) The seed planting assembly as recited in claim 21 , 
wherein the sealing m e mber is manually placed in engagement with the second 
end of the conduit. 

14. (Original) A method for disengaging a planting unit from an air moving 
unit of a seed planting assembly, wherein the planting unit is operable to form a 
furrow in the ground and deliver seeds to the furrow, and wherein the planting 
unit is coupled to the air moving unit via a conduit to regulate the seed deliver, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

disconnecting the conduit from the planting unit such that the conduit 
defines an open end; and 

placing a sealing member in engagement with the open end of the 
conduit. 

15. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the sealing 
member comprises a cap having an open end that fits over the open end of the 
conduit, and wherein the cap has a closed end providing the sealing member. 

16. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, further comprising forming 
a pressure fit between the sealing member and the open end of the conduit 
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17. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, further comprising 
threadedly connecting the sealing member to the open end of the conduit. 

18. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, further comprising 
tethering the sealing member to the planting unit. 

19. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, further comprising plugging 
the open end with the sealing member. 

20. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the sealing 
member is manually placed in engagement with the second end of the conduit. 

21 . (New) A seed planting assembly for forming a furrow, delivering seeds 
into the furrow, and closing the furrow, the assembly comprising: 

at least one planting unit including: 

A. a furrow opening assembly operable to create a furrow; 

B. a metering assembly operable to receive seeds and deliver 
seed into the furrow under forced air pressure, wherein the metering assembly 
includes an air inlet; and 

C. a furrow closing assembly disposed downstream of the 
furrow opening assembly operable to close the furrow; 

a conduit having a first end and a second end, the second end disposed 
at the meter assembly, the second end in removeable communication with the 
meter assembly; 

an air moving assembly including an air moving unit coupled at the first 
end of the conduit; and 
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an air blocking assembly comprising a seal configured to prevent airflow 
through at least a portion of the conduit, the seal engaged against the second 
end of the conduit when the conduit is not connected to the metering assembly. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 were pending in the application. Applicants have cancelled 
claim 1 , amended claims 2, 4; 7-8, 11,12 and 1 3 and added new claim 21 . 
Favorable reconsideration and allowance of this application is respectfully 
requested in light of the amendments and the foregoing remarks. 

1 . Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants wish to thank the Examiner for indication of the allowable 
subject matter of the application. The Examiner indicated allowance of claims 
14-20. The Examiner objected to claims 4-6 as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
Applicant has amended claim 4 to place in proper independent form. Claims 5- 
6 depend directly or indirectly from claim 4, respectively. Furthermore, claims 
5-6 may contain additional patentable subject matter not discussed herein. 
Allowance of claims 4-6 is respectfully requested. 

2. Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph 
Claims 7-10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph as 

being indefinite. Specifically, the Examiner indicates the recitation "the planting 
unit" in claims 7 and 8 lacks proper antecedent basis. Also in claim 7, the 
recitation "the inhibiting assembly" lacks proper antecedent basis. In claim 8, 
the recitation "the cap assembly" lacks proper antecedent basis. Applicants 
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have amended claims 7 and 8 to provide the proper antecedent basis. 

Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 

3. Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1-3 and 12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 4,872,785 to Schrage et al. in view of U.S. 

Patent No. 5,517,932 to Ott et al. Applicant canceled claim and added new 

claim 21 . 

New claim 21 recites: 



A seed planting assembly for forming a furrow, delivering 
seeds into the furrow, and closing the furrow, the assembly 
comprising: 

at least one planting unit including: 

A. a furrow opening assembly operable to create a 
furrow; 

B. a metering assembly operable to receive seeds 
and deliver seed into the furrow under forced air 
pressure, wherein the metering assembly includes 
an air inlet; and 

C. a furrow closing assembly disposed downstream of 
the furrow opening assembly operable to close the 
furrow; 

a conduit having a first end and a second end, the 
second end in removeable communication with the meter 
assembly; 

an air moving assembly including an air moving unit 
coupled to the first end of the conduit; and 

a conduit having a first end and a second end, the 
second end disposed at the meter assembly, the second end in 
removeable communication with the meter assembly; 

an air moving assembly including an air moving unit 
coupled at the first end of the conduit; and 
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an air blocking assembly comprising a seal configured to 
prevent air flow through at least a portion of the conduit, the seal 
engaged against the second end of the conduit when the conduit 
is not connected to the metering assembly, (emphasis added). 

Claim 21 positively recites the structural limitation of an air blocking 
assembly comprising a seal, "the seal engaged against the second end of the 
conduit when the conduit is not connected to the metering assembly." None of 
the cited references teach or suggest an air blocking assembly comprising a 
seal configured to prevent air flow through at least a portion of the conduit, the 
seal member engaged against the second end of the conduit when the conduit 
is not connected to the metering assembly. 

Schrage et al. discloses a shut off means for an air-actuated planter. 
The planter includes an air fan means 24 in communication via a Y-shaped 
manifold connector 38 with an elongated cylindrical air manifold 26. (col. 2, 
lines 23-24). Placed on either side of the air fan means 24 within the elongated 
cylindrical manifold 26 are air valves 40. (col. 2, lines 25-27). A connector 
flange 42 provides attachment with a Y connecter 30. (col. 2, lines 27-29). 
Within the connector flange 42 is a valve mechanism 45 that includes a shaft 46 
with a flat end portion 48 attached to a circular butterfly valve element 50. (col. 
2, lines 29-34). 

Ott et al. discloses a row crop planting unit 10 that includes a frame 16 
that supports a seed hopper 18 and a granular pesticide hopper 20 (column 2, 
lines 20-22). The seed in the seed hopper 18 is directed to a seed meter 22 



{00057854.DOC /} 



c c 

Appl. No. 10/667,44? 
Art Unit 3671 

Attorney Docket No. 17327 
Page 10 



which controls the rate of application of the seed (column 2, lines 22-24). The 
seed is taken from the seed meter by seed tube 24 and directed to a furrow 
formed by furrow opener 26 (column 2, lines 24-26). Gauge wheels 28 control 
the depth of the furrow formed by the furrow opener. A pair of closing wheels 
32 are rotatably mounted to the frame 16 (column 2, lines 37-38). The closing 
wheels 32 are located directly behind on either side of the furrow formed by the 
furrow opener 26 (column 2, lines 38-39). 

Per the telephone interview with the Examiner on May 12, 2004 (See 
I nterview Summaiy),-Schrage-et^ 
blocking assembly comprising a seal or sealing member engaged against the 
second end of the conduit, when the second end of the conduit is not connected 
to the metering assembly. A further review of the other cited references of 
record fails to teach or suggest this limitation. Allowance of claim 21 is 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 2-3 and 7-13 depend directly or indirectly from claim 21 and are 
believed allowable for the same reasons that claim 21 is allowable. Claims 2-3 
and 7-13 may also recite additional patentable subject matter not described 
herein. 
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CONCLUSION 



It is submitted that claims 2-21 are in compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 103 
and defines patentable subject matter. A Notice of Allowance is therefore 
respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner consider any other fees to be payable in 
conjunction with this or any future communication, authorization is given to 
direct payment of such fees, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 



The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it 
would help expedite matters. 



BOYLE, FREDRICKSON, NEWHOLM, 
STEIN & GRATZ S.C. 
250 Plaza, Suite 1030 
250 East Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wl 53202 
Telephone: (414) 225-9755 
Facsimile: (414) 225-9753 



50-1170. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Application No. 10/677,477 



Examiner: Christopher J. Novosad 



Filing Date: 10/02/2003 



Group Art Unit: 



3671 



Inventor: Travis Harnetiaux 



Confirmation No.: 9021 



Title: Method and Apparatus for Blocking Air from a Seed Planter 



TELEPHONIC INTERVIEW SUMMARY 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Commissioner: 

In response to the telephonic interview with Examiner Novosad, which was 
conducted on May 12, 2004, the applicant's undersigned representative, William T. 
Kryger (Reg. No. 53, 163) summarizes the interview as follows: 



Applicant and applicant's undersigned representative wish to thank Examiner 
Novosad for his courtesy during the telephonic interview conducted on May 12, 2004. 
During this interview, applicant's undersigned representative spoke with Examiner 
Novosad to discuss the patentability of claim 1 over U.S. Patent No. 4,872,785 to 
Schrage et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,517,932 to Ott et al. The applicant's 
undersigned representative came to an agreement with Examiner Novosad that 
positively reciting "the seal engaged against the second end of the conduit when the 
conduit is not connected to the metering assembly" distinguishes over the cited prior art. 
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Serial No. 10/677,477 to Harnetiaux 
Art Unit: 3671 
Page 2 

The Examiner should contact the undersigned immediately by telephone at (414) 
225-6306 (direct) if there Is any disagreement with this understanding of the phone 
interview as described above. 



Atty. Docket No. 17327 
Boyle, Fredrickson, Newholm, 
Stein & Gratz, S.C. 
250 Plaza Building, Suite 1030 
250 East Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wl 53202 
Telephone: (414) 225-9755 
Facsimile: (414)225-9753 



Dated: May 12. 2004 
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Notice of Abandonment 


Application No. 

10/677,447 


Applicant(s) 

HARNETIAUX, TRAVIS 


Examiner 

Christopher J. Novosad 


Art Unit 

3671 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 



This application is abandoned in view of: 

1 . E3 Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 12 February 2004 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 13 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3 to a final rejection consists only of: (1 ) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1 .1 1 1 . (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) ^ No reply has been received. 



2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3. D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 



4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason (s) below: 




Christop^§f J. Novosad 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 3671 

Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be DromDtlv filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. K y 
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ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH uTpATONT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to- 

(1) cease ma, hug ponies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications &S SS 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the intematS^X 
international appucation under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 

ZSTthTuwf 'I f ^ PmVid , e deCtr0niC aCC °" t0 > With CODVenient downloading 
capability of the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 

^ f r atl ° n (?MR) SyStem Which has a new called "E-Patent 

ofrSZ. 1 55*; to p ;°: ,de copies of us - patent references o ffi ce ^ 

Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month nL 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1, 2003 The Office sha7eZat the 

£SE5£ Pl f s i ^ m a notice which ^ be posted - the™" the 

(www.USPTO.Rov ) and ,n the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies oTuS natent 

,2?^n a ^ 0ffiCe ^r-JO* ^ mUSt: (1) ° btain a ^al ceffificTfromfte Office 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the 

^ *!? PTOjeCt d ° CS n0t or affect the current Office pS 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U S Pateni 
References " 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference in the 
Office's private PAIR^ystem, to allow more convenient downloading of U S patenL and U S 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents ana U.S. patent applied 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
° r a m k d d ° C ™ ts be Performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability fiom other USPTO systems. 



references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
aunng its evaluation of the pilot. 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic : Business Center (EEC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReVerenceto, „„v or 
by ftenb to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made a vailable for miMic 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 

meXlemPTn H 1* a P£* ations shouId be sent t0 Electronic B — Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above the 
Office expects to imphanent its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
dunng examinauon of non prov.sional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 

at htto://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 

? T ^Sr*? 6 1 uestions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 

^S2JS? P10l ? ( !SJ5?* W - ™ e Efi C may also be contacted by facsi m t at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Date: l*J l/» l/c 'JJk, ft ^d,Z\ 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

Use the address provided in this flyer after May 1, 2003 for any correspondence with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

DO NOT USE the Washington DC 20231 and P.O. Box 2327 Arlington, VA 22202 addresses 
after May 1, 2003 for any correspondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 
indicated in the accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other action, notice material 
form, instruction or other information. 

Correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to: 



0 Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 LJh" 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 J 



Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

Also effective May 1, 2003, the USPTO is changing the special Box designations for 
Patents and Trademarks to corresponding Mail Stop designations (e.g., "Box 4" will now be 
"Mail Stop 4"). 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, 68 Fed. Reg. 14332 (March 25, 2003). A copy of the Federal Register notice is available 
on the USPTOs web site at http://www.uspto.aov/web/menu/current.html#reaister 

A listing of specific USPTO mailing addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http://www.uspto.Qov/main/contacts.htm 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice the Official 
Gazette, or the Office's Internet Web site ( www.uspto.aov^ to determine the appropriate address 
and Mail Stop Designation (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 



Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 



USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO Cl ii^D U.S. 
PATENT REFER ^CES WITH OFFICE ACTONS AND CEASE 

SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES 



In support of its 21 st Century Strategic Plan goal of increased patent e-Government, beginning in 
June 2004, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) will begin the phase- 
in of its E-Patent Reference program and hence will: (1) provide downloading capability of the 
U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited in Office actions via the E-Patent 
Reference feature of the Office's Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system; and (2) 
cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications with 
Office actions (in applications and during reexamination proceedings) except for citations made 
during the international stage of an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT). In order to use the new E-Patent Reference feature applicants must: (1) obtain a digital 
certificate and software from the Office; (2) obtain a customer number from the Office; and (3) 
properly associate patent applications with the customer number. Alternatively, copies of all U.S. 
patents and patent application publications can be accessed without a digital certificate from the 
USPTO web site, from the USPTO Office of Public Records, and from commercial sources. The 
Office will continue the practice of supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non- 
patent literature with Office actions. Paper copies of cited references will continue to be provided 
by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage. 



All U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are available on the USPTO web site. 
However, a simple system for downloading the cited U.S. patents and patent application 
publications has been established for applicants, called the E-Patent Reference system. As E-Patent 
Reference and Private PAIR require participating applicants to have a customer number, retrieval 
software and a digital certificate, all applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the Patent 
Electronic Business Center to acquire these items. To be ready to use this system by June 1 , 2004, 
contact the Patent EBC as soon as possible by phone at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 703-305-3028 or 
703-308-6845 or electronically via the Internet at ebc@uspto.gov . 

Other Options 

The E-Patent Reference function requires the applicant to use the secure Private PAIR system, 
which establishes confidential communications with the applicant. Applicants using this facility 
must receive a digital certificate, as described above. Other options for obtaining patents which do 
not require the digital certificate include the USPTO' s free Patents on the Web program 
(http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html). The USPTO's Office of Public Records also supplies 
copies of patents for a fee f http://ebizl. uspto.gov/oems25p/index.htmn . Commercial sources also 
provide U.S. patents and patent application publications. 

For complete instructions see the Official Gazette Notice, USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED 
U.S. PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES, on the 
USPTO web site. 



Schedule 



June 2004 
July 2004 
August 2004 



TCs 1600, 1700, 2800 and 2900 
TCs 3600 and 3700 
TCs 2100 and 2600 



Attachment for PTO-94S (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) 

6711*1 

The below text replices the pre-printed text under the heading, 
-lafonnidoo on How to Effect Drawing Changes," on tht> btck 
of the PTO-941 (Rev. or earlier) form* 

INFORMATION ON BOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANCES 



1. Correction of UtVmalkks - 37 CFR MS 

New corrected drawings must be filed with the changes inaxporutd therein 
HHiftlng Ii. If pwddoj ibouM tocfcido dw tttc of the wwrio*. 
Im toaoTi mm tad Mwiif Minn number or rtnrtnrr nutrfrr (if any) if an 
mUfwln ay ■■ i, has not boon amigaed to the appi ettion. Ifdtttofetmatioats 
provided, k leav be pieced on the font of each ihtM and centered wfehto the top. 
otergm. iTcorrocacd ihiotaji ait retnmcd to a Motfet of Attorn*** (tflQL- 
)7).<a»now< - " 




—y NOT It B l uh il I i d» pi o ^ ic >i ofnCFRl nWor^R^lltog 
thecorrorted mawtogi iter the mtiltog of a Notice of Allowability. The , 
ilrawtopriWMHeoiUdaaaaepw 
Use Official I 



2. Cf ttc dfj ether than Informalities Noted by Draftspersen on form PTO- 
949. 

AH changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted t* the Drarispcrson. 
MUST be made in the tame manner as above except that normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch ot'the changes to be incorporn<a into the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before th<r jppiication will be 
allowed No changes w„; be permitted to be made, other -run correction ot 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the propose changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the drav-inu c orations ^uhin the 
time period set in th<* c ached Office communication Sec 3~ CFR 
I 85<a> 

Failure to take conecmc action vmiImo the ->cm v' : ^ »mII result in 
ABANDONMENT ,.| ih v - jpplic.tii.«n 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 



□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




BLACK BORDERS 



